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You will write a research paper of 12 double-spaced pages in length (not including 
notes and using standard 1” margins and 12 pt. font). Your paper is due online (via 
the link in Moodle) on Friday 26 February 2021.  
 
Researching and writing this paper will provide you with an opportunity to explore in 
depth a topic that is of interest to you. The choice of topic is yours, though your essay 
topic must clearly focus on American History. Additionally, you cannot write on the 
same topic you chose for essay 1.  
 
For this paper, you will be required to do research and writing using primary and 
secondary sources. You must use at least six primary and three secondary sources 
for your paper. If they are relevant to your topic, you may include any of primary sources 
from the course, but must also use sources outside of the course materials. (That is, all 
of your sources cannot come from the assigned course materials.) Our course textbook, 
Give Me Liberty, can be used for background, but it (and other similar textbooks) cannot 
be used as one of your essay’s sources. 
 
In writing your paper, please follow the (mandatory) style guidelines outlined in the 
“Writing Guidelines for History Essays” that I have posted on Moodle. As always, 
your essay should have a clear introduction that ends with your thesis (a succinct 
statement, preferably one sentence, of your overall argument); a well-organized body, 
including logically-placed supporting arguments/points and paragraphs with strong topic 
sentences; and a clear conclusion that briefly reviews the main arguments of the paper 
and restates the thesis. 
 
Your paper will be graded using Turnitin Feedback Studio, an online grading program 
attached to Moodle. When your tutorial leader has graded your essay, you can check 
your detailed feedback and see comments on the paper by going back to the Turnitin 
page using the same link you used to submit the paper. 
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HOW TO BEGIN 
 
Like your first paper, this longer essay requires you to be the historian. The purpose of 
this research essay is to allow you to learn, practice, and display you skills in original 
historical research and interpretation. 
 
After selecting your topic, you should come up with a research question to guide your 
investigation of the materials. Begin with something fairly broad or general that you can 
narrow down as you go along. Do not come up with your thesis before you do your 
research! You may have an idea of what you want to say, but think of it as a hypothesis 
that you will test by doing your research. Your arguments should be based on analysis 
of the primary sources, especially, but also your secondary sources.  
 
To write your own analysis of your subject, you will need to do a careful, critical reading 
of your sources and then use those sources to make your own argument. The 
judgments and interpretations you make of the individual primary documents and 
secondary sources that you read are the first steps towards formulating your own 
approach and argument on the topic.  

KNOW YOUR SOURCES 

In case you’re (still!) uncertain about which sources are primary and which are 
secondary, here’s a quick refresher: 

Primary sources are:  
• first-hand accounts of an historical event or a person’s life or work 
• original documents, records, data created at the time of a particular historical 

event 
• documents created later by a participant or eyewitness to an historical event (e.g. 

autobiographies or memoirs) 
• raw data 

 
Letters, autobiographies, contemporary newspaper articles, posters, diaries, archival 
materials, and photographs are examples of primary sources. Primary sources can be 
in their original format or reproduced in a different format (e.g. book, microfilm, or on the 
Internet). 
 
Secondary sources are: 

• works (books, journal articles) written later about a subject 
• usually written by those who were not participants or eyewitnesses to the 

historical event 
• works that interpret, analyze and debate primary sources 
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HOW TO ANALYZE PRIMARY SOURCES 
 
Document analysis is a key skill in historical interpretation. A research essay is not 
merely a summary or description of the contents of primary documents (defined broadly 
as any type of historical source, including written documents, paintings, photographs, 
sound recordings, films, etc.). Instead, your essay should synthesize your conclusions 
and analyses of your individual primary sources to draw larger conclusions about them 
and your subject. In interpreting documents, you are seeking to analyze the 
motivations, intents, and purposes of the documents within a particular historical 
context.  
 
Analysis of documents should focus on both the texts themselves (with attention to the 
specifics and nuances of language and/or imagery used) and the context (the broader 
picture of the history of that period that informed the documents’ creation and 
reception). It is this dual approach that separates the methods of historians from those 
of other disciplines, such as literary criticism or other social sciences (e.g. sociology or 
political science). 

In analyzing a primary source, you should concentrate on discovering both the 
meaning and significance of the source as a piece of historical evidence. In 
analyzing the meaning, you are trying to understand what the intention of the document 
was and how it might have been understood by the historical actors in that era. An 
analysis of the significance focuses on the source’s importance or impact within its 
historical context, what it illustrates about the period in which it was produced, and how 
the evidence contributes to a particular interpretation of past.  

Good historians are always making connections or finding relationships between the 
historical evidence they discover and the existing scholarship on the topic. In a similar 
fashion, you will should draw upon the secondary sources (articles or excerpts of books 
written after the events in question, usually by non-participants, especially historians) to 
help you analyze the meaning as well as the larger context and significance of your 
documents for your topic.  

As much as possible, you should make the primary sources the central sources of 
your paper. That is, you should tell your story and build your argument or case largely 
based on the primary documents. Use the secondary sources to contextualize what you 
find in the primary sources and to provide further insights and fill in gaps. 

Examples of Questions to ask when analyzing a Primary Source 

(Note that your essay must not simply be an answer to this list of questions. It should be 
an essay, i.e. an extended analytical argument about the source.) 

1. What is the nature of the source? 

• What type of source is it?  
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• Where and when was the source produced?  

• Who was the author and what was his/her position? 

• Does it provide information about experience, ideology, and/or behaviour?  

• Is it prescriptive, i.e. does it tell people how to behave (e.g. sermons, guide books, 
etc.)?  

• Or is it evidence of lived experience (e.g. oral history interviews, autobiographies, 
letters, diaries)?  

• Does it tell you about ordinary people or elites?  

2. Who is/was the intended audience?  

• Was the source produced for public consumption?  

• Or was it originally intended to be private?  

• How might this affect the presentation of the material and your understanding of it? 

3. What is the meaning of the source? 

• What was the purpose of the source? Why was it created? 

• What does a close reading of the source tell you about the author’s intentions?  

• How does the source construct meaning through language, visual imagery, or music?  

• What important metaphors and symbols does it use?  

• Is the source accurate? Does it contain deliberate distortions or omissions? 

• What silences are there in the source? What does the author leave out that is 
important? 

4. What is the historical significance of the source (is it significant?)?  

• What larger questions can you address by using the source? 

• What questions can’t be answered?  

• What other sources could be used to supplement this one? 

DOING YOUR RESEARCH 
 
Make sure that your secondary sources are authoritative and reliable. You’ll find the 
most reliable sources in the library’s catalogue of books and journal articles. Do not use 
general internet websites or encyclopedias to write your papers (esp. Wikipedia 
and other online encyclopedias). In addition, do not use encyclopedias, dictionaries, or 
general textbooks (e.g. The Enduring Vision, Give Me Liberty!, America and Its Peoples, 
etc.). 
 
There are also many excellent research guides and help available on the library’s 
website or in person at the library itself. Begin your research with the library’s excellent 
US History research guide, available here: 
http://researchguides.library.yorku.ca/unitedstateshistory?hs=a.  

http://researchguides.library.yorku.ca/unitedstateshistory?hs=a
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Still feel like you need some personal help? The library can help you with that, too! See 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/web/ask-services/.  
 

Searching For Secondary Sources 
 
The best place to start looking for reliable, authoritative sources is the online database 
called America: History and Life, which is available through the library here. (If that 
link doesn’t get you there, type the name into the library search bar, or cut and paste the 
URL below into your browser). AHL is a database of abstracts (i.e. short summaries) of 
academic journal articles from hundreds of journals.  
 
Search by keywords to find what you’re looking for, and then either click on the direct 
link to the PDF (if there is one) or the button that says “Find It @ York.” (Note: York 
does not have subscriptions to all of the journals in AHL, so not all the articles you find 
in AHL will be available.)   
 
Another good database is JSTOR, though most JSTOR articles (or at least the post-
1964 ones) are also indexed in AHL. 
 
America: History and Life 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=17  
America: History & Life is an index of literature covering the history and culture of the 
United States and Canada, from prehistory to the present. With indexing for 1,700 
journals from 1964 to present, this database is an important bibliographic reference tool 
for students and scholars of U.S. and Canadian history.  
 
JSTOR  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1520855  
JSTOR is a full text digital archive of core scholarly journals with complete back runs of 
many titles. As part of JSTOR's agreement with publishers, current issues (usually the 
last 3 - 5 years) are not digitized by JSTOR and may be obtained elsewhere.  

Searching For Primary Sources 
 
Below are some links to websites that host collections of online primary sources or links 
that will help you find some. There are many other websites that provide access to 
primary documents. Start your Internet search (using your preferred search engine) by 
typing keywords about your topic plus keywords such as “documents” or “sources.” If 
you have any doubts about whether the sources you find are primary sources, don’t 
hesitate to ask your tutorial leader. 
 
In addition, the library has numerous edited collections of documents in American 
history published in book form (though these may remain inaccessible during the covid 
pandemic). The best way to search for document collections is to do a key word search 
in the library catalogue. (Use search terms such as “United States sources,” plus a 
more detailed descriptor of your topic (e.g. Iran-Contra, cold war, Vietnam, etc.) 

http://www.library.yorku.ca/web/ask-services/
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=17
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=17
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1520855
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Collections of online Primary Sources 
 
For an annotated list of useful primary source collections available through York’s 
libraries, consult the York Libraries US History research guide, available here: 
http://researchguides.library.yorku.ca/unitedstateshistory?hs=a 
 
Below are a number of collections of (mostly) primary sources, listed in alphabetical 
order, followed by separate sections on the presidents and newspapers. A complete, 
up-to-date listing of the primary source collections available through York’s libraries can 
be found at http://researchguides.library.yorku.ca/c.php?g=679437&p=4792697.  
 
19th Century Masterfile  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=238 
Aggregation of various indexes to nineteenth century printed materials including journal, 
magazine, and newspaper articles. Depending on the index selected, coverage ranges 
from about 1774 to 1920. 
 
Ad*Access  
https://repository.duke.edu/dc/adaccess 
"Funded by the Duke Endowment "Library 2000" Fund, presents images and database 
information for over 7,000 advertisements printed in U.S. and Canadian newspapers 
and magazines between 1911 & 1955. It concentrates on five main subject areas: 
Radio, Television, Transportation, Beauty and Hygiene, and World War II, providing a 
coherent view of a number of major campaigns and companies through images 
preserved in one particular advertising collection available at Duke University." 
 
African American Communities  
https://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2816117  
Focusing predominantly on Atlanta, Chicago, St Louis, Brooklyn, and towns and cities in 
North Carolina this collection presents multiple aspects of the African American 
community through personal diaries and scrapbooks, pamphlets, newspapers and 
periodicals, correspondence, official records and in-depth oral histories, revealing the 
prevalent challenges of racism, discrimination and integration, and a unique African 
American culture and identity. Also featured is a rich selection of visual material, 
including photographs, postcards, maps and ephemera. 
 
African American Periodicals 1825-1995   
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2266453  
Features more than 170 periodicals by and about African Americans, such as, African 
Repository, El Mulato, The Black Warrior, Pennsylvania Freedmen's Bulletin, Colored 
Harvest, Voice of the Negro, Horizon: A Journal of the Color Line, The Crisis: A Record 
of the Darker Races, Blue Helmet: A Magazine for the American Negro Soldier of All 
Wars, Harlem Pointer, Right On!, African World, Black Pride Newsletter.  
 
Afro-Americana Imprints, 1535-1922  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2306327  

http://researchguides.library.yorku.ca/unitedstateshistory?hs=a
http://researchguides.library.yorku.ca/c.php?g=679437&p=4792697
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=238
https://repository.duke.edu/dc/adaccess
https://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2816117
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2266453
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2306327
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Created from the Library Company's acclaimed Afro-Americana Collection — an 
accumulation that began with Benjamin Franklin and steadily increased throughout its 
entire history — this unique online resource provides researchers with more than 
12,000 printed works. These essential books, pamphlets and broadsides, including 
many lesser-known imprints, hold an unparalleled record of African American history, 
literature and culture.  
 
American Broadsides and Ephemera, 1760-1900  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2270561  
Based on the American Antiquarian Society’s landmark collection of American 
broadsides and ephemera, this full-color digital edition offers fully searchable facsimile 
images of approximately 15,000 broadsides printed between 1820 and 1900 and 15,000 
pieces of ephemera printed between 1760 and 1900. These often rare printed 
documents vividly capture the daily lives of earlier Americans in a way that no other 
material can. 
 
AMDOC—Documents for the Study of American History 
http://www.vlib.us/amdocs/ 
 
American History in Video   
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1921406 
Historical coverage in the collection ranges from the early history of Native Americans, 
to the lost colony of Roanoke, to the 1988 Vicennes Affair in the Persian Gulf. Semantic 
Indexing and searchable transcripts synchronized to video—give the ability to drill down 
in seconds to find the footage of interest.  
  
American Indian Histories and Cultures  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2496916  
The wide range of material included in American Indian Histories and Cultures presents 
a unique insight into interactions between American Indians and Europeans from their 
earliest contact, continuing through the turbulence of the American Civil War, the on-
going repercussions of government legislation, right up to the civil rights movement of 
the mid- to late-twentieth century. This resource contains material from the Newberry 
Library’s extensive Edward E. Ayer Collection; one of the strongest archival collections 
on American Indian history in the world.  
 
American Memory 
http://memory.loc.gov/  
A gateway to rich primary source materials relating to the history and culture of the 
United States. The site offers more than 7 million digital items from more than 100 
historical collections. 
 
American Periodicals Series Online 1740 -1990 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1012105  
Provides full-text access to a wide range of American magazines and journals. Titles 
include Benjamin Franklin's General Magazine, America's first scientific journal Medical 

http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2270561
http://www.vlib.us/amdocs/
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1921406
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2496916
http://memory.loc.gov/
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1012105
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Repository, as well as popular magazines such as Vanity Fair and Ladies' Home 
Journal.  
 
American West: sources from the Everett D. Graff Collection at the Newberry 
Library, Chicago. 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2261448   
The story of the American West has exerted a powerful influence over the psyche of the 
modern world, helping to fashion senses of national identity as well as permeating 
literary and cinematic culture.Tales of frontier life, of Native Americans and of vigilantes 
and outlaws are of constant interest, and are matched by more recent interest in the 
growth of urban centres, the environmental impact of westward expansion and of life in 
the borderlands. 
 
Avalon Project at Yale Law School: Documents in Law, History and Diplomacy 
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/  
The Avalon Project will mount digital documents relevant to the fields of Law, History, 
Economics, Politics, Diplomacy and Government. 
 
Black Abolitionist Papers  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1924990  
Covering the period 1830-1865, the collection presents the massive, international 
impact of African American activism against slavery, in the writings and publications of 
the activists themselves. The approximately 15,000 articles, documents, 
correspondence, proceedings, manuscripts, and literary works of almost 300 Black 
abolitionists show the full range of their activities in the United States, Canada, England, 
Scotland, Ireland, France and Germany.  
 
Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1924955  
Module 1: The Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century, Federal Government 
Records. 
Module 2: The Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century, Organizational Records 
and Personal Papers, Part 1 
 
Black Studies Center  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=983801  
Black Studies Center brings together essential historical and current material for 
researching the past, present and future of African-Americans, the wider African 
Diaspora, and Africa itself. 
 
Black Thought and Culture   
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=65625  
Black Thought and Culture provides approximately 100,000 pages of monographs, 
essays, articles, speeches, and interviews written by leaders within the black community 
from the earliest times to 1975. The collection is intended for research in black studies, 
political science, American history, music, literature, and art. 

http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2261448
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1924990
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1924955
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=983801
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=65625
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C19: The Nineteenth Century Index 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=983805 
C19 is exactly what scholars have been waiting for—an organizing force for the 
research collections of the 19th century that supports virtually every academic 
discipline. A super-index to more that 16.8 million documents that includes the 
Wellesley Index to Victorian Periodicals, Poole’s Index to Periodical Literature, and the 
Nineteenth Century Short Title Catalogue, C19 is a must for identifying new research 
sources. 
 
China, America and the Pacific 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2514418 
This digital resource provides an extensive range of archival material for the study of the 
trading and cultural relationships between China, America and the Pacific region. 
Manuscripts, rare printed sources, visual images, objects and maps document this 
fascinating history from the 18th century onwards. 
The project covers the following themes: Development of Hawaii as key American 
trading post before annexation; Chinese-American cultural exchange (including 19th 
century Chinese immigration); and Diplomacy and politics of America and the Far East 
 
China: Trade, Politics and Culture, 1793-1980 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1212042 
This project provides a wide variety of original source material detailing China’s 
interaction with the West from Macartney’s first Embassy to China in 1793, through to 
the Nixon/Heath visits to China in 1972-74. 
 
Documenting the American South  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=58326  
Documenting the American South (DocSouth) is a digital publishing initiative that 
provides Internet access to texts, images, and audio files related to southern history, 
literature, and culture. Currently DocSouth includes ten thematic collections of books, 
diaries, posters, artifacts, letters, oral history interviews, and songs. 
 
Early American Imprints, Series I: Evans, 1639-1800 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2270559 
Contains virtually every book, pamphlet and broadside published in America over a 160-
year period. Digitized from one of the most important collections ever produced on 
microform, Early American Imprints, Series I is based on Charles Evans’ renowned 
“American Bibliography” and Roger Bristol’s supplement. Including more than 36,000 
printed works and 2.3 million pages, Series I also offers new imprints not available in 
microform editions. [Publisher] 
 
Early American Imprints, Series II: Shaw-Shoemaker, 1801-1819  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2270560 
Provides a comprehensive set of American books, pamphlets and broadsides published 
in the early part of the 19th century. It is based on the noted "American Bibliography, 

http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=983805
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2514418
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1212042
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=58326
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2270559
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2270560
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1801-1819" by Ralph R. Shaw and Richard H. Shoemaker. With more than four million 
pages from over 36,000 items—including 1,000 catalogued new items unavailable in 
previous microform editions—this digital edition from Readex is an essential 
complement to Early American Imprints, Series I: Evans, 1639-1800, the definitive 
resource for researching 17th- and 18th-century America.  
 
Early Encounters in North America: Peoples, Cultures and the Environment  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=78193  
Contains over 1400 authors and over 100 000 pages of primary works: letters, diaries, 
memoirs and accounts as well as images of early encounters. 
 
Edward S. Curtis's the North American Indian: Photographic Images 
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/award98/ienhtml/curthome.html  
ncludes the complete digitized set of historical photographs taken by E.S. Curtis in the 
early decades of the twentieth century and published in the 20-volume set The North 
American Indian, 1907-1930. The collection is searchable by keyword and browsable by 
geographic location, tribal affiliation, or subject term (for artifacts, activities, social 
status, etc.) and by volume number to correspond to the print version. Also included are 
a chronology of the life of Curtis, as well as maps and essays placing Curtis' work in 
context by Mick Gidley, David R.M. Beck, and Gerald Vizenor. 
 
Emergence of Advertising in America: 1850 - 1920  
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/eaa/  
Presents over 9,000 images, with database information, relating to the early history of 
advertising in the United States. The materials, drawn from the Rare Book, Manuscript, 
and Special Collections Library at Duke University, provide a significant and informative 
perspective on the early evolution of this most ubiquitous feature of modern American 
business and culture. 
 
Everyday Life and Women in America  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1172537  
Features texts of rare books, periodicals, pamphlets, tracts, and broadsides covering a 
variety of themes including popular culture, social history, family life, education, race, 
class, and employment. There is also an emphasis on advice literature, and on both 
women and men’s issues. 
 
Federal Response to Radicalism in the 1960s  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1872282  
This product illuminates the enduring conflict in American history between the need of 
society to protect basic freedoms and the equally legitimate need to protect itself from 
genuine threats to its security and existence. 
 
Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) Daily Reports 1974-1996 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1194138 

http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=78193
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/award98/ienhtml/curthome.html
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/eaa/
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1172537
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1872282
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1194138
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Created by the U.S. Intelligence community to provide foreign views and perspectives 
on historical events from thousands of monitored (and often translated) broadcasts and 
publications. 
 
Foreign Relations of the United States 
http://www.state.gov/www/about_state/history/frusonline.html 
Foreign relations series online from Truman to Johnson with volumes on Vietnam War. 
 
Gallup Brain 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/78243  
The Gallup Brain is a searchable, living record of more than 70 years of public opinion. 
Inside, you'll find answers to hundreds of thousands of questions, and responses from 
millions of people interviewed by The Gallup Poll since 1935. 
 
Geography of Slavery in Virginia  
http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/gos/  
The Geography of Slavery in Virginia is a digital collection of advertisements for 
runaway and captured slaves and servants in 18th- and 19th-century Virginia 
newspapers. Building on the rich descriptions of individual slaves and servants in the 
ads, the project offers a personal, geographical and documentary context for the study 
of slavery in Virginia, from colonial times to the Civil War. 
 
Gerritsen Collection, of Aletta H. Jacobs  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1870032  
"... more than 4,700 publications from continental Europe, the U.S., the United Kingdom, 
Canada, and New Zealand, dating from 1543-1945. ... The broad scope of the collection 
allows scholars to trace the evolution of feminism within a single country, as well as the 
impact of one country's movement on those of the others. In many cases, it also 
provides easy access to primary sources otherwise available only in a few rare book 
rooms." 
 
Gerritsen Collection-Women's History Online, 1543-1945  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1870032  
In the late 1800's, Dutch physician and feminist Aletta Jacobs and her husband C.V. 
Gerritsen began collecting books, pamphlets and periodicals reflecting the revolution of 
a feminist consciousness and the movement for women's rights. By the time their 
successors finished their work in 1945, the Gerritsen Collection was the greatest single 
source for the study of women's history in the world, with materials spanning four 
centuries and 15 languages. 
 
Home Economics Archive: Research, Tradition and History (HEARTH)  
http://hearth.library.cornell.edu/  
An electronic collection of books and journals in Home Economics and related 
disciplines. Titles published between 1850 and 1950 were selected and ranked by 
teams of scholars for their great historical importance. 
 

http://www.state.gov/www/about_state/history/frusonline.html
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/78243
http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/gos/
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1870032
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1870032
http://hearth.library.cornell.edu/
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Internet Archive 
http://www.archive.org/  
The Internet Archive offers access to historical collections that exist in digital format. 
The Internet Archive includes texts, audio, moving images, and software as well as 
archived web pages in our collections, and provides specialized services for adaptive 
reading and information access for the blind and other persons with disabilities. 
 
Japanese American Relocation Digital Archive 
http://jarda.cdlib.org/ 
There are roughly 20,000 pages of electronic transcriptions of texts. These include oral 
histories; personal narratives, notes, and letters; government documents, publications, 
circulars, and reports; and other types of documents. And over 10,000 images, including 
photographic prints, negatives, drawings, and watercolor paintings, can be searched 
and browsed in JARDA. 
 
Jewish Life In America, c.1654-1954  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1924874  
"...The material is based on a rich variety of original manuscript collections from the 
unique holdings of the American Jewish Historical Society in New York; we provide 
access to six major organisational collections and twenty-four collections of personal 
papers; all of which have been digitized in their entirety...."  
 
Making of America  
http://www.hti.umich.edu/m/moagrp/index.html  
A digital library of primary sources in American social history from the antebellum period 
through reconstruction. The collection is particularly strong in the subject areas of 
education, psychology, American history, sociology, religion, and science and 
technology. The collection currently contains approximately 10,000 books and 50,000 
journal articles with 19th century imprints. 
 
Media History Digital Library  
http://mediahistoryproject.org/  
Over 200,000 digitized pages of public domain media industry trade papers and fan 
magazines, including Moving Picture World (1912-1918), Film Daily (1918-1936), 
Photoplay (1917-1940), Radio Broadcast (1922-1930), and much more. 
 
The National Security Archive, George Washington University 
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/index.html  
On online archive of declassified national security documents, ranging from the Truman 
to the second Bush administrations. Subjects include Europe, Latin America, Nuclear 
History, China and East Asia, U.S. Intelligence, the Middle East and South Asia, 
September 11th, U.S. Humanitarian Interventions, and Government Secrecy. 
 
National Security Archive Electronic Briefing Books 
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/index.html 

http://www.archive.org/
http://jarda.cdlib.org/
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1924874
http://www.hti.umich.edu/m/moagrp/index.html
http://mediahistoryproject.org/
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/index.html
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/index.html
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National Security Archive Electronic Briefing Books provide online access to critical 
declassified records on issues including U.S. national security, foreign policy, diplomatic 
and military history, intelligence policy, and more. Although these online documents 
represent only a small fraction of what is available at the Archive, there are many 
interesting insights one can uncover from these declassified documents. 
 
Nixon Years 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2337332  
This project provides complete FCO 7 and FCO 82 files from the UK National Archives, 
Kew, for the entire period of the Nixon administration, 1969-1974. 
Top level Anglo-American discussions and briefing papers dominate this project. There 
is also a wealth of material on social conditions, domestic reforms, trade, culture and 
the environment. FCO and British Embassy analyses of US policy decisions, White 
House staff appointments and UN discussions, views on Europe, the deployment of 
F111 aircraft on US airbases in the UK and Nixon’s battles over funding from Congress, 
visits to the US by both Wilson and Heath, files on the internal situation in the US and 
domestic reform all feature strongly. There are detailed assessments of all the changes 
brought about by the Presidential Elections of 1972.  
 
North American Immigrant Letters, Diaries, and Oral Histories 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=973022  
Provides a unique and personal view of what it meant to immigrate to America and 
Canada. Our goal is to include more than 100,000 pages of personal narratives 
including letters, diaries, pamphlets, autobiographies, and oral histories, providing a rich 
source for scholars in a wide range of disciplines. Much of the material is previously 
unpublished. Several thousand pages of Ellis Island Oral History interviews, indexed 
and searchable for the first time, are included. 
 
North American Indian Thought and Culture  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/973023  
The collection is comprised of material that covers the entire history of North America; 
from 17th century accounts of the first encounters involving Indians and European 
colonists to the stories of aboriginals living in a 21st century world. ... Firsthand 
accounts reveal how Indians lived, thought, and fought to protect their interests; how the 
tribes interacted with each other and the white invaders; etc. 
 
North American Women's Letters and Diaries  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=65623  
This resource includes the immediate experiences of 1,017 women, as revealed in 
approximately 120,000 pages of diaries and letters. This is a massive, ongoing project 
to catalog and index Canadian and American women's diaries and correspondence over 
centuries. Researchers will have access to 150,000 pages of materials, including more 
than 5,000 pages of previously unpublished manuscripts as facsimile images. 
 
Oral History Online 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=973026  

http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2337332
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=973022
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/973023
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=65623
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=973026
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Contains at present more than 30,000 pages of full-text content that is available 
nowhere else in electronic format, much of which is available nowhere else in any 
format.  
 
Papers of the NAACP 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2302881  
This collection, offers the core materials of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People from 1909 through 1950 held in the manuscript 
division of the Library of Congress. Although this collection covers no more than a small 
fraction of the entire holdings (which run to thousands of file boxes), these materials are 
considered to be the heart of the collection, detailing the Association's structure, 
activities and development at the highest organizational level. 
 
Political Groups, Movements and Organizations in the United States 
http://www.keele.ac.uk/depts/por/usbase.groups.htm  
List of current groups compiled by the School of Politics, International Relations & 
Philosophy, Keele University, UK 
 
Presidential Recordings Program  
http://www.whitehousetapes.org/  
This site is designed as a service to the research community by making freely available 
all of the [United Statse presidential recordings, along with relevant research materials, 
so that scholars, teachers, students, and the public can hear and use these remarkable 
tapes for themselves. The site is hosted and maintained by the Presidential Recordings 
Program at the University of Virginia's Miller Center of Public Affairs. 
 
Rock and Roll, Counterculture, Peace and Protest: Popular Culture in Britain and 
America, 1950-1975  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2261444  
The resource will enable students and scholars to examine key issues and events of the 
period, including: Student Activism across Europe and the US, including the 
disturbances in France in Mai ’68; The Vietnam conflict; The fight for Civil Rights; 
Women’s Liberation; Fashion and Youth Culture; The Music Scene; Book, Magazine 
and Film Censorship  
 
Sabin Americana, 1500-1926  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1924733  
It features American and European views of the colonization of the Americas, the 
American Revolution, the days of the early Republic and Jacksonian period, the 
antebellum period, Civil War, era of Reconstruction and post-Reconstruction, the 
settlement of the West and the onset of the Gilded Age. [Includes] published pamphlets, 
tracts, memoirs, congressional legislation, correspondence, broadsides, biographies, 
histories, fiction and poetry, eulogies, sermons and innumerable other genres. 
 
Samuel May Anti-Slavery Collection  
http://dlxs.library.cornell.edu/m/mayantislavery/  

http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2302881
http://www.keele.ac.uk/depts/por/usbase.groups.htm
http://www.whitehousetapes.org/
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2261444
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1924733
http://dlxs.library.cornell.edu/m/mayantislavery/
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The Samuel May Anti-Slavery Collection gathers together over 8,500 of the important 
pamphlet and leaflets relating to the anti-slavery struggle at the local, regional, and 
national levels. Sermons, position papers, off-prints, local Anti-Slavery Society 
newsletters, poetry anthologies, Freedmen's testimonies, broadsides, and Anti-Slavery 
Fair keepsakes all document in an intimate manner the social and political implications 
of the movement. 
 
Sixties: Primary Documents and Personal Narratives 1960 - 1974  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1921408  
Brings the 1960s alive through diaries, letters, autobiographies and other memoirs, 
written and oral histories, manifestos, government documents, memorabilia, and 
scholarly commentary. With 150,000 pages of material at completion, this searchable 
collection is the definitive electronic resource for students and scholars researching this 
important period in American history, culture, and politics. 
 
Slavery and Anti-Slavery, a Transnational Archive  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1866536  
Slavery and Anti-Slavery now includes Part 1: Debates over Slavery and Abolition; Part 
2: Slave Trade in the Atlantic World; and Part 3: The Institution of Slavery. It includes 
collections on the transatlantic slave trade, the global movement for the abolition of 
slavery, and the legal, personal, and economic aspects of the slavery system from the 
sixteenth through the nineteenth century. 
 
Slavery and the Law  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2473869  
The Slavery and the Law collection provides invaluable insight to scholars, students, 
and general readers of the humanities into testimony on a broad range of subjects by a 
variety of southerners—Black and white, slave and free, slaveholder and non-
slaveholder, man and woman. The documents vividly portray the contrasts, 
ambivalences, contradictions, ironies, and ambiguities that comprise southern history. 
They reveal not only what southerners were saying, but what they were doing; not only 
what happened to slaves, but how the slaves responded. They show how complex 
political, economic, legal, and social conditions affected the lives of southerners, Black 
and white, male and female, slave and free. [Publisher] 
 
Slavery, Abolition and Social Justice, 1490-2007  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1212047  
The history of slavery covers many different forms of human exploitation across many 
cultures and throughout human history. However, it must be acknowledged that the 
Arabic and Eastern Slave Trade, during which some 14 million people were sold into 
slavery, was well established by this time and dates back to the 7th century AD. The 
Atlantic triangular trade started much later. 
 
Southern Life and African American History  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2473870  

http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1921408
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1866536
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2473869
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1212047
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2473870
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It’s one of the most fascinating and controversial topics of 19th-century American 
history. Debates over such questions as the extent of the political dominance of the 
large planters or the survival of African culture under the plantation regime have 
engaged historians for decades.  

Underground And Independent Comics  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2266451  
[T]he first ever scholarly, primary source database focusing on adult comic books and 
graphic novels. Beginning with the first underground comix from the 1960’s to the works 
of modern sequential artists, this collection will contain more than 75,000 pages of 
comics and graphic novels, along with 25,000 pages of interviews, criticism, and journal 
articles that document the continual growth and evolution of this artform. 
The current release contains 293 comic series, 1,612 comic books totaling 101,391 
pages. 
 
US Serial Set Digital Collection, 1789-1969   
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1926730  
Begins in 1789 with the American State Papers and details Congressional business 
through 1969. It includes reports and documents either produced or ordered by 
Congress, as well as presidential communications and treaty materials. 
 
Vietnam War and American Foreign Policy 1960-1975 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2272584 
Covering the U.S. involvement in the region from the early days of the Kennedy 
administration, through the escalation of the war during the Johnson administration, to 
the final resolution of the war at the Paris Peace Talks and the evacuation of U.S. 
troops. Along the way, documents in this module trace the actions and decisions at the 
highest levels of the U.S. foreign policy apparatus, as well as events on the ground in 
Vietnam, from the perspective of State Department officials, Associated Press reporters, 
and members of the U.S. Armed forces, including the Marines and the Military 
Assistance Command Vietnam. The content is taken from 104 collections (made up of 
26584 files) and is approximately 1,736,000 pages of the UPA microfilm collections. 
 
Vietnam-Documents Relating to US foreign Policy 
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/vietnam.htm 
 
Vietnam War Bibliography by Edwin Moise 
http://edmoise.sites.clemson.edu/bibliography.html 
Lists published secondary works and document collections relating to the war as well as 
some online document collections. 
 
Virginia Company Archives  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1172538  
Presents those Ferrar Papers which are in Magdalene College, Cambridge. They are 
reproduced by permission of the Master and Fellows of the college, with whom the 
copyright remains. The collection began as a business archive, consisting of papers of 
Nicholas Ferrar (d.1620) and those of the Virginia Company of London and its 

http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2266451
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1926730
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/2272584
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/vietnam.htm
http://edmoise.sites.clemson.edu/bibliography.html
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1172538
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subordinate, the Somer Islands Company. Few of old Nicholas's papers survive, but 
there are over five hundred items from the days of the Virginia Company. 
 
Virtual Vietnam Archive 
http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/virtualarchive/ 
Texas Tech University site of Vietnam documents 
 
Women and Social Movements in the United States, 1600 - 2000  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=973025  
Contains 65 document projects that interpret and present documents, most of which are 
not otherwise available online. Each document project poses an interpretive question 
and provides a collection of documents that address the question. Altogether these 
document projects provide more than 1,800 documents, approximately 740 images, and 
over 600 links to other websites. They demonstrate that historical analysis is an 
interpretive process based on documents. 
 
The WWW Virtual Library: International Affairs Resources 
http://www.etown.edu/vl/index.html#resourcecategories 
An Internet directory of over 2600 annotated links in a wide range of international 
affairs, international studies, and international relations topics. Most of the sites are in 
English and are carefully selected for their long-term value, favouring those with cost-
free, high-quality information and analysis online. The most useful section will probably 
be the one on American Foreign Policy. 
 

Presidential Documents 
 
GPO Access 
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/pubpapers/index.html 
Searchable database of online presidential papers 
 
The White House 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/liblinks.html 
Contains links to presidential libraries, from Herbert Hoover onward, most of which have 
some limited online document and photograph collections. One of the best is the 
Franklin Roosevelt Library. 
 
The American President Project: University of California, Santa Barbara. 
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ 
This Site Includes Almost 30,000 historical documents from George Washington to the 
present, including presidential papers, streaming audio and video, fireside chats, party 
platforms, portraits, and materials related to the 2000 election dispute.  
 
Presidential Recordings Program 
http://www.whitehousetapes.org/ 
This site is designed as a service to the research community by making freely available 
all of the United States presidential recordings, along with relevant research materials, 

http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/virtualarchive/
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=973025
http://www.etown.edu/vl/index.html#resourcecategories
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/pubpapers/index.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/liblinks.html
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/
http://www.whitehousetapes.org/
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so that scholars, teachers, students, and the public can hear and use these remarkable 
tapes for themselves. The site is hosted and maintained by the Presidential Recordings 
Program at the University of Virginia's Miller Center of Public Affairs. 
 
Franklin Roosevelt Library 
http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/research.html 
Contains extensive photo collection and online reproduction of some documents from 
the archives in searchable database. 
 
Truman Presidential Library 
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/photos/av-photo.htm 
Online documents, photo collections, political cartoons, oral histories, etc. on subjects 
such as the Berlin Airlift, the Decision to drop the Atomic Bomb, Desegregation of the 
Armed Forces, Korean War, Marshall Plan, NATO, Truman Doctrine, United Nations, 
and the War Relocation Authority & the Incarceration of Japanese-Americans During 
World War II. 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library 
http://www.eisenhower.utexas.edu/ 
Links to online documents, transcripts of addresses on limited range of subjects 
including D-Day and McCarthyism. 
 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library 
http://www.cs.umb.edu/jfklibrary/index.htm 
Links to documents, speeches, photos, etc. 
 
Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/johnson/archives.hom/archives-main.shtm 
Links to online holdings including speeches, documents, photos, oral histories, 
Johnson’s daily diary, NSA memoranda. 
 
Richard Nixon Library 
http://www.nixonfoundation.org/Research_Center/PublicPapers.cfm 
Public Papers of Richard Nixon 
 
Gerald Ford Presidential Library 
http://www.ford.utexas.edu/library/docs.htm 
 
Jimmy Carter Presidential Library 
http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.org/documents/index.phtml 
 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 
Contains link to public papers of the president as well as some online images 
http://www.reagan.utexas.edu/resource.htm 
 
George W. Bush Presidential Library 

http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/research.html
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/photos/av-photo.htm
http://www.eisenhower.utexas.edu/
http://www.cs.umb.edu/jfklibrary/index.htm
http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/johnson/archives.hom/archives-main.shtm
http://www.nixonfoundation.org/Research_Center/PublicPapers.cfm
http://www.ford.utexas.edu/library/docs.htm
http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.org/documents/index.phtml
http://www.reagan.utexas.edu/resource.htm
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http://bushlibrary.tamu.edu/research/index.html 
Links to public papers of the president (searchable), as well as National Security 
Directives. 
 

Newspapers 
 
African American Newspapers  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/65361 
This database indexes African American newspapers that provide first hand accounts of 
the major events of the day including the Mexican War, Congressional Abstracts, 
Presidential and Congressional addresses. Also includes early biographies, vital 
statistics and creative writing all of which represents the African American experience. 
 
Atlanta Daily World (1931-2003)   
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1165709  
"W.A. Scott II founded the Atlanta Daily World at a time when most black Americans 
lived in the South. He felt that “the race problem” could only be solved in the South, 
which required an informed community. Rather than reading news about African-
Americans “through the optics of a host of prejudiced white papers,” he launched his 
own newspaper to educate, inspire, uplift, and promote the expression of the Southern 
black community." 
 
The Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
http://eagle.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/Default/Skins/BEagle/Client.asp?Skin=BEagle&A
W=1296585713343&AppName=2&GZ=T  
Produced by Brooklyn Public Library's Brooklyn Collection and funded by the Library 
and the Institute of Museum and Library Services, this first phase of the project covers 
the period from October 26, 1841 to December 31, 1902. 
 
The Chicago Defender   
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=983803  
The Chicago Defender has been a leading voice of the black community well beyond 
the Windy City, with more than two-thirds of its readership outside Chicago. The 
newspaper was a proponent of The Great Migration, the move of over 1.5 million 
African-Americans from the segregated South to the industrial North from 1915 to 1925. 
It reported on the Red Summer race riots of 1919, and editorialized for anti-lynching 
legislation and the integration of blacks into the U.S. military. 
 
Ethnic American Newspapers, 1799-1971 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1924815  
ore than 130 Ethnic American newspapers published in the 18th, 19th and 20th 
Centuries. Created in partnership with the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Ethnic 
American Newspapers from the Balch Collection chronicles nearly two centuries of 
many of the most influential Ethnic groups in United States History. 
 
Facts on File: World News Digest, 1940- 

http://bushlibrary.tamu.edu/research/index.html
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/65361
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1165709
http://eagle.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/Default/Skins/BEagle/Client.asp?Skin=BEagle&AW=1296585713343&AppName=2&GZ=T
http://eagle.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/Default/Skins/BEagle/Client.asp?Skin=BEagle&AW=1296585713343&AppName=2&GZ=T
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=983803
http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/1924815


 20 

http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/78250  
An archival record of domestic and international news, unrivaled for its depth, breadth, 
and accuracy, covers all major political, social, and economic events since November 
1940. ... Its more than 1 million internal hyperlinks allow researchers to follow a story 
ahead in time and back in time, and lead to just the background information they need 
to understand its significance. 
 
Factiva 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=63997  
Indexing and full-text access to hundreds of international newspapers and over 30 
major American newspapers and news services from the United States including:  

• New York Times (full-text 1996-; abstracts 1969-) 
• Washington Post (1984-) 
• Los Angeles Times (1985-) 
• Wall Street Journal (Jun 13 1979-) 
• Chicago Tribune (1985-) 
• San Francisco Chronicle (1985-) 

To check coverage for a particular publication, search the publications database.  
 
Los Angeles Sentinel   
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1165711  
From its earliest beginnings when it urged African-Americans to not "spend your money 
where you can't work," the Los Angeles Sentinel has exposed prejudice, promoted 
social change, and empowered the black community. By accessing more than 70 years 
of cover-to-cover reporting, today's readers view the Depression through the eyes of 
African-Americans in the 1930s. They can follow the grass-roots struggle against the 
racially restrictive housing covenants of the 1940s. 
 
New York Times 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=61036 
A searchable archive of the new The New York Times, 1851-1999. Offers full page and 
article images with searchable full text back to the first issue. 
 
Paper of Record 
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=65491  
Paper of Record is an archive of historical newspaper articles from the early 1800s to 
the mid 1900s. List of newspapers with coverage dates. 
 
Wall Street Journal. Eastern ed.  
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=62463  
The Wall Street Journal (Jan 2 1984-) from Proquest provides indexing and full-text 
access. Full text of the Wall Street Journal July 8 1889- also available in Bronfman 
Microtext. Current issues available in Bronfman Fireplace Lounge. 
 

http://www.library.yorku.ca/e/resolver/id/78250
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=63997
http://www.factiva.com/sources/search.asp?node-menuElem1623
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=1165711
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=61036
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=65491
https://paperofrecord-hypernet-ca.ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/search.asp
http://www.library.yorku.ca/eresolver/?id=62463
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